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Descriptive Inventory 
 
MSS 510 HAYS, Joseph Stephen, b. 1956 – Collector  
 
2 boxes.  19 folders.  153 items.  1803-1866.  Photocopies. 
 
1976.81.1 
 
 
COLLECTION NOTE  
 
 This collection consists of photocopies of correspondence, account books, and personal 
and business records belonging to members of the Allen, Barner, Savage and Mallory families 
of Edmonson, Hart and Warren counties in Kentucky.  Robert T. Mallory (1805-1849), a 
brickmaker, merchant and slaveholder of Bowling Green, Kentucky, married Martha Ann 
Savage (1808-1838), the daughter of William Savage of Hart County.  After Martha’s death, 
Mallory married Sarah Elizabeth Barner (1821-1849).  Sarah’s brothers, Harrison P. Barner (b. 
1819-1893) and Thomas W. Barner (b. 1825) were coopers in Bowling Green.  Harrison was 
also a brickmaker who helped construct the Second Kentucky (Western State) Lunatic Asylum 
in Hopkinsville in 1849, as well as several other buildings and homes in Bowling Green.  
Harrison Barner married Catherine Bishop Allen (1829-1912), the daughter of William Allen 
(1781-1863) of Smiths Grove.   
 Owing to the condition of the originals, some of the photocopies are faint and difficult to 
read.  Genealogical notes are in Box 1, Folder 1, but these are intended to show relationships 
among the individuals featured most prominently in this collection and should not be construed 
as a comprehensive genealogy. 
 Letters to Catherine (Allen) Barner (Box 1, Folder 2) include one from her cousin Mary 
Jane Allen in Alabama commenting on nearby railroad construction and providing family news; 
Catherine’s brother, John Allen, also writes from California in 1853.  Papers of Captain John 
Allen, the brother of Catherine’s father William Allen (Box 1, Folder 3), include family and 
business letters and a slave bill of sale.  Papers of Nancy Allen, Catherine’s sister (Box 1, 
Folder 4), include mostly letters from family and friends.  Papers of William Allen, Catherine’s 
father (Box 1, Folder 5), include a letter from his brother John Allen referring to the death of their 
father Charles Allen, and a letter from a niece, Mary Jane Allen (now Mitchell), providing news 
of her marriage and plans to move west from Alabama.  Papers of Catherine’s brothers, 
Harrison and Thomas Barner (Box 1, Folder 6), consist of two deeds and an account for bricks.  
Papers of John Hendrick (Box 1, Folder 7), who may be the nephew of Charles Allen’s wife 
Ursula Hendrick, include business correspondence and an 1816 bill for his son’s schooling.    
 Papers of Robert T. Mallory (Box 1, Folders 8 and 9) include slave bills of sale and 
agreements for the hire of slaves; a family register of slaves; accounts for general merchandise; 
receipts and notes; agreements regarding the construction of houses; and other business 
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papers.  Correspondence of interest includes letters exchanged with the family of his deceased 
first wife Martha Savage effecting a reconciliation after a period of estrangement; an 1847 letter 
from a niece describing frontier St. Joseph, Missouri; and correspondence relating to his attempt 
to obtain a contract for work on the Second Kentucky Lunatic Asylum in Hopkinsville.   
 Box 2 contains mostly business account books: of Harrison and Thomas Barner (Folders 
1-3) relating to their coopering and brickmaking businesses, including Harrison Barner’s 
brickwork for the Second Kentucky Lunatic Asylum in Hopkinsville; of Robert Mallory (Folder 4); 
and of Hart County’s Fountain Powder Mills (Folder 5).  Also included is a ciphering book of an 
Allen family member (Folder 6) and an Edmonson County blacksmith’s account book (Folder 7), 
which was also used to record a handful of county marriages from 1833-1835 (p. 19), and a 
doctor’s prescription (p. 20). 
   
 
SHELF LIST 
 
BOX 1 Joseph S. Hays – Collector    1803-1858 145 items 
 
Folder 1 Inventory and genealogical notes      2 items 
 
Folder 2 Letters to Catherine Allen     1841-1853 3 items 
 
Folder 3 Papers of John Allen     1823-1826 9 items 
 
Folder 4  Papers of Nancy Allen     1843-1857 7 items 
 
Folder 5 Papers of William Allen     1818-1854 14 items 
 
Folder 6 Papers of Thomas W. Barner and  Harrison  1852-1858 3 items 
  P. Barner 
 
Folder 7 Papers chiefly of John Hendrick    1806-1834 7 items 
  
Folder 8 Papers of Robert T. Mallory    1829-1844 49 items 
 
Folder 9 Papers of Robert T. Mallory    1845-1849 39 items 
 
Folder 10 Photo of James Alec Taylor    n.d.  1 item 
 
Folder 11 Photo of Milton Taylor     n.d.   1 item 
 
Folder 12 Miscellaneous papers     1803-1841 10 items 
 
 
 
 
 
3 
 
MSS 510 Manuscripts & Folklife Archives – Library Special Collections – Western Kentucky University 
 
BOX 2 Joseph S. Hays – Collector    1819-1866 8 items 
 
Folder 1 Account book of J. B. Helm and H. P.    1849-1851 1 item 
  Barner, which includes records of the  
  brickwork for the second Kentucky  
  Lunatic Asylum (Western State)  
 
Folder 2  Account book of Harrison P. Barner and   1849-1866 1 item 
  Thomas W. Barner 
 
Folder 3 Account book of Harrison P. Barner   1850-1860 1 item 
 
Folder 4 Account book of Robert Mallory    1860-1866 1 item 
 
Folder  5 Ledger of the Fountain Powder Mills,   1843-1844 2 items 
  Hart County, Kentucky 
 
Folder 6  Ciphering book of Carter Allen    1855  1 item  
 
Folder 7  Account book of a blacksmith of Dripping  1819-1835 1 item 
  Spring, Edmonson County, 1819-1823; 
  includes some Edmonson County marriage 
  records, 1833-1835  
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SUBJECT ANALYTICS 
 
Account books – Edmonson County      B2,F7 
Account books – Hart County     B2,F5 
Account books – Warren County          B2,F1-4 
Allen, Carter – Relating to       B2,F6 
Allen, E.   B1,F4 
Allen, John – Correspondence             B1,F3,5 
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Allen, John William, 1817-1892 – Correspondence   B1,F2 
Allen, Nancy A., 1821-1899 – Correspondence     B1,F2,4 
Allen, S. B.   B1,F3 
Allen, William – Letters to        B1,F5 
Asylums – Western Lunatic Asylum – Relating to       B2,F1 
Barner, Catherine “Kate” Bishop (Allen), 1829-1912 – Letters to    B1,F2  
Barner family – Relating to     B1,F12 
Barner, Harrison Perry, 1819-1893 – Relating to     B1,F6; B2,F1-3   
Barner, Thomas Washington, b. 1825 – Relating to      B1,F6; B2,F2 
Blacksmiths – Edmonson County, 1819-1823       B2,F7     
Brickmaking – Relating to      B1,F6,8; B2,F2-3 
Bridges – Bowling Green – Relating to      B1,F8-9   
California – Comments about, 1853 B1,F2 
Cholera – Bowling Green – Relating to, 1849     B1,F9 
Ciphering books, 1855        B2,F6 
Coopering – Relating to       B2,F2 
Dallas, Louisa E.  B1,F4 
Deeds – Barren County, 1836       B1,F8 
Deeds – Green County, 1823     B1,F12 
Deeds – Warren County, 1854, 1857       B1,F6 
Fountain Powder Mills – Hart County       B2,F5  
Gafford, Sarah       B1,F8 
Grider, Henry, 1755-1843        B1,F5 
Gunpowder – Manufacture – Relating to      B2,F5    
Harlow, Benjamin F. – Relating to     B1,F8 
Helm, J. B. – Relating to    B2,F1 
Hendrick, John – Letter to      B1,F7 
Hendrick, John – Relating to     B1,F7 
Hogan, Martha Ann        B1,F9 
House construction – Specifications – Bowling Green     B1,F8 
Invitations, 1859       B1,F4  
Mallory, Martha Ann (Savage), 1808-1838 – Relating to     B1,F9 
Mallory, Patrick H.      B1,F8 
Mallory, Robert Thompson, 1805-1849 – Correspondence     B1,F8,9 
Mallory, Robert Thompson, 1805-1849 – Relating to      B1,F8,9; B2,F1,4 
Mallory, Sarah Elizabeth (Barner), 1821-1849 – Letter to      B1,F9 
Marriages – Edmonson County, 1833-1835       B2,F7 
Medicine – Prescriptions and remedies, 1823      B2,F7 
Merchants – Bowling Green 
Militia, 1845            B1,F9 
Missouri – St. Joseph – Comments about, 1847     B1,F9    
Mitchell, Mary Jane (Allen)       B1,F2,5 
Poems        B1,F4,12 
Porter, Elias     B1,F8,9 
Prayers      B1,F4 
Railroads – Alabama – Comments about, 1851       B1,F2 
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Savage, Elizabeth (Jarbo), b. 1786 – Letter to     B1,F9 
Savage, Paul A., 1824-1888 – Relating to     B1,F9 
Savage, William Penn, 1786-1860 – Correspondence      B1,F8,9 
Savage, William Penn, 1786-1860 – Relating to      B1,F12 
Skiles, James Rumsey, 1798-1885 – Relating to      B1,F8    
Slavery – Bill of sale, 1825      B1,F3 
Slavery – Bill of sale, 1829, 1837, 1840        B1,F8 
Slavery – Employment, 1838-1845      B1,F8,9 
Slavery – Relating to     B1,F8,9 
Tax receipts – Warren County, 1846        B1,F9  
Taylor, James Alec – Photograph      B1,F10   
Taylor, Milton – Photograph      B1,F11 
Thomas, Sarah Frances (Savage), b. 1822      B1,F9 
Underwood, Warner Lewis, 1808-1872       B1,F9 
Wade, Mary Jane (Savage), b. 1817       B1,F9 
Wade, Mary Jane (Savage), b. 1817 – Relating to     B1,F9    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Niedermeier/Jeffrey   08/22/2014 
 
